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Glossary: non-fictional texts (1)

Comment:
non-fictional text form in which the writer or speaker deals with one or more topics and offers his own judgement in order to convince the reader or listener.

Variant: 

editorial, or leading article, usually written by the chief editor of a newspaper of magazine to state a particular opinion on some topic of current importance. The views expressed are generally representative of the political and social tendency of the publication as a whole.

Essay:
text form in which the writer expresses his personal views on some topic in an artistic way.

Report:
text form (belonging to the text type narration), often told in the past tense. It provides factual answers to the "five w’s" (Who?, What?, When?, Where?, Why?). These facts are verifiable, i.e. they can be checked on by the reader or listener.

Variant 1: news story 

based on facts, but enriched by background information and story-like elements. If the writer brings in a great deal of subjective statements and interpretation, it is called an interpretive news story.

Variant 2: feature (story)
though based on facts, it does not emphasize generally newsworthy events, but rather an individual case and so appeals to the emotions and arouses human interest.

Styles:
formal style: language used to address educated readers not known very closely by the writer. It 


shows detachment and respect. (Typical: a non-personal point of view, the use of precise and frequently difficult vocabulary, full forms and often long, complex sentences.)

informal style: language used to address readers with whom the writer feels comfortable. (Typical: a personal point of view, the use of fairly simple, even slangy vocabulary, short forms, uncomplicated sentence patterns, ellipsis and fillers.)

neutral style: appropriate in any situation

appreciatory style: here the writer wishes to influence the reader in favour of the phenomena referred to. (Typical: words, sentences with pleasant connotations, mostly affirmative sentences. Frequent in subjective argumentation or instruction.)

depresistory style: opposite of appreciatory style.

persuasive style: here the writer/speaker aims to get a reader’s/listener’s spontaneous consent to what he asserts. (Typical: lexical/syntactical choices which replace evidence with assertions: attitudinal adverbs, intensifying adverbs, rhetorical questions. Frequent in subjective argumentation of instruction.)

Text type:
classification of texts according to five different models based on the writer’s intentions.

argumentation: focuses on the examination of a problem and the subsequent judgement in answer to it, thus producing reasons for and against the matter under discussion.

description: an impressionistic or objective presentation e.g. of a person, thing or process. It focuses on exactness and minuteness of detail and if often closely related to perception and presentation in space (spatial order).

exposition: is used in order to explain some subject matter in detail, i.e. give an insight into a phenomenon and, at the same time, refrain from any sort of judgement (in contrast of the argumentative text type). 

instruction: refers to the planning of future behaviour, i.e. prepares certain actions demanded on the part of the reader/listener.

narration: a presentation of real or imaginary actions or occurrences; often it is simply the telling of a story. Narration is primarily based on perception in time, which means that events are often presented in chronological order.

Text forms:
realization of one of the five text types (e.g. as poems, short stories, novels, reports, comments). Though most text forms contain elements of several text types, one of them is usually dominant. Text forms belong to either of the two large text groups: fictional or non-fictional texts.

Text Types:

1. The argumentative text type: The argumentative text type deals with controversial subjects and expresses a clear opinion. Comments, interviews, leading articles and letters to the editor are common argumentative text forms.

2. The descriptive text type: The descriptive text type presents the physical characteristics of people, objects and/or processes. The presentation can be either based on exact observation and objective information (= technical description), or it can give a suggestive mental picture based on the writer’s subjective impressions (= impressionistic description).

3. The instructive text type: The instructive text type aims at influencing the reader’s or listener’s behaviour by advising or instructing him or her. Characteristic of instruction is the use of commands or recommendations and the present tense group of verbs. Rules and regulations are common text forms belonging to the type instruction.

4. The expository text type: In the expository text type the writer or speaker analyses and explains some relatively complex subjects, mostly in an objective and precise way. Dictionary definitions, entries in reference books, keyword outlines and summaries are common text forms belonging to the expository text type.

5. The narrative type of texts: cf. The narrative text type presents actions or events in some kind of temporal order. Novels, short stories and reports are common text forms belonging to the text type narration.

Style:

1. Formal style: Language used to address educated readers or listeners not known very closely by the writer or speaker. Formal style shows detachment
 and respect. Typical of it are a non-personal point of view, the use of precise and frequently difficult vo​cabulary, full forms and often long, complex sentences.

2. Informal style: Language used to address readers or listeners with whom the writer or speaker feels comfortable. Informal style is characteristic of relaxed, personal and subjec​tive communication. Typical of it are a personal point of view, the use of fairly simple, even slangy vocabulary, short forms, uncomplicated sentence patterns, el​lipsis and fillers.

3. Neutral style: Language distinguished by a choice of words and sentence structures common to all text forms and appropriate to any situation.

4. Persuasive style: The persuasive style uses language intended to convince or persuade the reader or listener. Characteristic elements are attitudinal
 and intensifying adverbs and rhetorical questions. Persuasive style is used in the text type argumentation and in subjective forms of the text type instruction such as advertisements.
� impartiality, objectivity,  neutrality.


� expressing an attitude, e.g. an emotion





